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By John] Leonard 


. THE MAN WHD KEPT THE-SECRETS. 
: RichardHelms and the C.LA. By [{ 
Thomas’: Powers. 393 POSS: Aepie 
$12.95. 


- Mr. Helms ‘lacked flair. Hictwas 
banal. The -swashbucklers, most. of - 
“whom seemed to have gone to Groton — 
before graduating to one or another of 8 
_the Ivy League colleges, maridged ist” 
“their enthusiasm to betray the Ukrain- . 
: _ 1ans in the Soviet ain the ascina oe 
HE least interesting person in | Chinese in Burma, the Sumatrans 
Thomas Powers’s splendid new. | donesia, the ne Mt in: Biel ae 
book is Richard Heims himself. ‘ | Cubans in Miami, the Meos 4 
He was, for 30 years;-a dedi-._ rds tna. t 
cated “‘spook,” “a g soldier’ ee | 
took orders from ‘“‘one President at a.‘ 
time,” someone so disadvantaged that 
: he could not “resign on principle and: 2° 
’ live on dividends.*’ A compromiser who ‘* 
knew. “you: havé-to go: along to: get 
Bann 'w He: carers no swashes: From. 
Services ducita the Ortice of Strategic -1 and Fidel Castro. Under the auspices 
end in November. 1972,. when: Richard. “| DwightD.. ine pred Bharat 
M. Nixon dismissed him as Director of | Dulles.was obsessed wi ees 
-Central Intelligence for having been in--| like Nehru; John and Robert Kennedy, 
sufficiently: loyal: tar he “team” that:, 
gave us. Watergate, 
oes colt 


oe enantio 


From the start; in Italy,. the cold w 

ss A: was'all about: let’ 
-try to buy a Government.. Later on, th 
Gaverninant was. Chile. Mr. : Heim 
oved the. paper: around on his‘ desk 
.He might as well have been working fo 
..an insurance: company. Wher he per. 
" jured himsélf on-various questions hav-**. 
"+ Ing to do with: the C.1.A.’s involvement’: 
"in Chile, he seemed, genuinely, not to { 
understand what all the fuss was about. 
-:Hadn’t he kept his mouth ‘shut most of: 
ithe time? Why weren't his friends tak. 


his 
- ported in 1947 to the Federal Bureau of 
’* Investigation that: id doesn’t have : 
; Led on his in 


“committee -: reer at — the contain cane of sugar. ex-. 
American intelligence ~activities, : re-.'| “Ports, the poisoned pens ‘and handker- 
ported: ‘It turned cut as Helms sald): | <ehiefs and scuba-diving- wet suits and 
that no foreign: leader was’. Sieety ‘Cigars, the exploding seashells and the: “ 

LA.. But_it: f arate Perhaps. he worries about the: / 


“could go to the Kenwood Country Club," 
“where 400 retired C. LA. — sar 
Thima ee spires “ 


Contrast this blankness with a James 
Jesus, Angleton. who, while. an- under: « 


as : 
38 
q 
& 
® 
oF 


| night, ‘outa hospital bed; to suggest : a 
> Herblock: cartoon about Nehru, had 
several nervous breakdowns, and. then 
shot. himself; with a William. Harv ; 
who claimed to have gone to bed with a 

woman every. day since he was 12 years 

old and who: always. played: with: : 
loaded gun on his desk; with a flamboy- 
ant Richard. Bissell, “who gave'us the * 
U-2 and the Bay’of Pigs; with a Miles — 
Copeland, who delivered.$3 million to . 
Nasser in a suitcase.in Egypt without 
asking for a receipt:: with. a -Willlam 
' Bundy who contributed $400: to-a de, 
fense fund for Alger Hiss, and with Des- 
mond FitzGerald, who pers 


‘ity, the best. book: on the C.LA.! eve! 
written. The blankness at the midile is 
er ra Le ait onsen ie res bipecal of aaa 

, ~~ a; 3 we need:an intelligence service, an 
“people, Js this signiticant? Feria edo, it should gather and evaluate in- 


ing tennis. akg Lue adie ce eye 
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